
Dear Parents, 

 

Before the school year gets under way, I would like to welcome your child to 

the fourth grade.  I am dedicated to making this a busy and 

productive year for all of the students.  I will be 

communicating with you throughout the year concerning 

classroom plans, your child’s progress, school events, and 

other activities as they arise. 

 

 

Following is a list of information that will be useful throughout the fourth 

grade year. 

 

THE 2 RULES: 

 

1. You may do anything you choose in our school as long as it does not cause a 

problem for anyone. 

2. You may solve a problem any way you choose as long as it does not cause a 

problem for anyone. 

 

 

IF A “PROBLEM” OCCURS: 

 

1. I will show empathy. 

2. I will give an implied message that says, “You are so capable of 

thinking for yourself-so powerful, so thoughtful, so intelligent-that I 

don’t have to tell you what to do.” 

3. If the child is having difficulty thinking of a solution, I will get 

permission to share alternatives. 

4. The child is encouraged to look at the consequences of each possible 

solution. 

5. The child decides to solve or not to solve the problem.  (I believe that 

when a child is given a full range of choices from bad to good, he or 

she will invariably choose a good one.  He or she will act responsibly.  

Raising responsible children is our greatest objective as teachers and 

parents.  They learn responsibility as we allow them to make decisions 

and to live with the consequences. 

 



School Days 

 

Students who arrive at school before 7:30 will not be supervised.  Teachers 

and other school personnel do not arrive until 7:30 and cannot supervise your 

child.  The cafeteria and school building will not be opened until that time. 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

 

School hours are from 7:55 – 3:30 Tuesday through Friday.  Every Monday, 

school will dismiss at 3:00 instead of the usual time of 3:30.  We begin math 

immediately at the 7:55 bell.  It is imperative that your child is here on time 

every morning so he/she doesn’t lose out on quality learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Money 

 

Student lunchtime is 11:20-11:55.  You are welcome to join your child for 

lunch any time.  Please let me know in advance so we can let the cafeteria 

know.  Outside food is not permitted.  Please send your child’s lunch money in 

a sealed envelope with his/her name printed on the front.  It will be given to 

the classroom teacher only.  Breakfast is served every morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder Binder 

 

Each student is receiving a Muenster Elementary “Reminder Binder”.  This 

notebook will serve many purposes – homework assignment, conduct, test 

dates, teacher notes, and any other item of special interest.  If you have 

concerns or questions, please use the spiral to notify me (this is a sure way 

to make sure I see the notes.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Graded Papers 

 

Every Monday, your child’s work will be sent home for you to look over.  This 

will keep you informed of their daily work and grades.   

 

Every third week of a six week period, your child will receive a progress 

report showing the average of their three week grades.  You are asked to 

sign this report and return it also.  If we see your child is struggling before 

this time, we will contact you as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handwriting 

 

The neatness and legibility of your child’s handwriting is very important.  It 

reflects the pride taken in completing a task and how your child feels about 

himself or herself.  Therefore, any written response will be marked 

incorrect if it is illegible.   

 

 

 

 



Report Card Assemblies 

 

We will have an awards assembly at the end of every six weeks.  This will be 

on the Thursday following the six weeks when we give out the report cards.  

The students will be awarded for A Honor Roll, B Honor Roll, Perfect 

Attendance, and four special awards noted as 110% Award, Good Character 

Award, Terrific Kids Award and the Principal’s Award.  These awards go to 

one student per class.  We will let you know if your child receives one of 

these particular awards so you can try to be there! 

 

 

 

 

Parties 

 

We will be having Christmas, Valentine’s, and Easter parties, STAAR 

breakfasts, and field trip.  I will call each of you at the appointed time.  If 

for any reason you are unable to provide the item for your scheduled 

activity, please notify me and get someone to take your place.  Please 

contact me if you have any questions. Remember that your attendance and 

input for these activities are always appreciated and encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

We love to celebrate with your child for his/her birthday! However, in order 

to plan for time to celebrate, we need to know ahead of time when you are 

sending treats.  If possible, we ask that you send treats for all classes.  Any 

party invitations should be handled OUTSIDE of school as to avoid hurt 

feelings. 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Social Studies Project 

 

The fourth grade students will have a social studies project due every 

Friday.  Each week the students will research a new country we have posted 

in the room and fill out all necessary information about it.  All information is 

the same each week except for the interesting fact.  Information includes: 

 

Country: 

Location: (which continent is it located in)  

Capital: 

Interesting Fact: (This part will change depending on the 

country.  This part must be written is paragraph form) 

Picture of the country’s flag: (Colored with map colors) 

 

Each country’s information will be done using Google Classroom. The students 

will begin every Monday in class and they may finish on their own if they do 

not finish on Monday. We have access to two Chromebooks in our classroom 

or they may work on internet at home.  Grading will consist of correct 

information, correct flag, spelling, and punctuation, and neatness.  It will also 

consist of video and picture. 
 

 

 

 

 

Spelling 

 

Spelling lists will be sent home every Monday for you to study during the 

week with your child.  Each day of the week, we will work on the words and 

the students will have some form of worksheet, etc, working on the spelling 

rule that follows.  They should be able to finish this in class.  Every Friday 

they will be given the test. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book Reports: 

 
The fourth grade students will be required to do a book report every six weeks.  

Here is a list of the book reports and their due dates.  All books need to be 

chapter books at their reading level unless specified by me.  As soon as the student 

chooses a book, I will approve it. 

 

1st 6 weeks – Design a Book Jacket  

Students design a book jacket for their book from a sheet of construction paper 

given to them.  The outside cover will consist of a picture with title of book and 

author’s name.  The inside will include information on characters, setting, plot, part 

they liked the most, and part they liked the least. 

 

2nd 6 weeks – Animoto Book Trailer  

Students will read a fictional book from our school library. Students will use the 

app Animoto here during Computer class to make a book trailer. 

 

3rd 6 weeks – Book Sell Using Google Slide 

The students will read a book, either fiction or nonfiction from the library. After 

reading their book the students will create a Google Slide during Computer class 

advertising the book so someone else would want to read it. They must “sell” their 

book, which means they must make it sound so interesting that everyone will want 

to check it out and read it. Of course, they must not give away the ending! 

 

4th 6 weeks –Biography Monologue 

Students choose a book from the library’s biography list. After they have finished 

reading, they will dress up like the person from their book and tell the story as if it 

were their life. 

 

5th 6 weeks – Sutori 

Students will read a nonfiction book from our school library. They will use 

Sutori in computer class to make a presentation about that book. 
 

6th 6 weeks –Seesaw 

Students will check out a fictional chapter book from the school library this week. 

They will use Seesaw to tell their story using pictures in a pic collage. They will have 

3 class periods in Computer to work on and finish their report. 

 

 

 

 



Math Assignments 

 

Student grade will be based on three things: 

 

1. Math Homework – Your child will have daily math homework if not 

completed at school.  Please check over your child’s homework 

nightly.  Also, each student must correct every missed homework 

problem before beginning their next problem set.  This ensures us 

that the student understands the problem and gives the students 

the opportunity to not make the same mistakes again. 

 

2.  Math Tests –Students will be tested after each topic and also given 

a comprehensive test after every 4 topics. Students should be 

making at least an 80% on these tests since they are doing and 

correcting all homework lessons. 

 

3. Timed Fact Tests – Students are given a daily timed test based on 

multiplication and division.  They will have 1 minute to answer 25 

facts.  Students are not provided with flashcards from the math 

publishers at the 4th grade level.  We will be using our own class set 

to study a few minutes each day. The students will become better at 

these if they continue to work on them at home. You can buy cheap 

multiplication flashcards to use at home. They should know these 

facts like the back of their hand.  The grades on their timed test 

should be at least an 85%.  This shows average knowledge.  If you 

notice your child’s timed test grades are lower than this, please try 

to squeeze in extra practice time at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Outside Reading Assignments: 

 

Fourth grade students will have a reading assignment each night for 

homework.  They will be given a short quiz on the reading the next day.  In 

this way we can check their reading comprehension.  The reading assignment 

will not be long (either a chapter from a novel, or a required number of 

pages).  You may have your child read by themselves or with you, but please 

allow them to do the reading.  The more we read the better readers we 

become. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Participation: 

 

Parents are encouraged to be involved!!  Please feel free to come for special 

occasions and any other activities your child is involved in.  I would also love 

to have any of you come as “guest” readers or speakers if you have other 

interesting topics you would like to share!  I really love parents to come and 

sit in the classroom and observe what these students are learning.  You 

would be so amazed! 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference: 

 

My conference time is 12:00 – 12:40.  Appointments for a conference may be 

made by sending a note with your child in the spiral notebook.  It is very 

important to make an appointment rather than just showing up at school, 

because I may be in other meetings on any given day. You may also call me at 

home before 6 pm.  

 

 

 

 



Homework:  

 

Homework is important to develop your child’s long term 

memory, provide extra practice for specific skills, and to 

develop responsibility.  Generally speaking, your child will 

have homework every night.  Fourth grade is a difficult and 

challenging transition.  They will be taking three STAAR tests for the first 

time and some material may become more difficult.  Most days students will 

be given some time to work on homework. If they use their time wisely, they 

should be able to finish some of it here at school. 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to get all homework turned in the day it is 

due or they will not receive full credit for that paper.  No exceptions or 

extra credit given. 

 

 

Mrs. Presnall 

 

 


